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First National

Conference 2011

by Rick Diaz

What a wonderful time it was for the
2011 class of the DeVos Urban Lead-
ership Initiative! The First National
Conterence in Orlando was a time to
begin the journey of healthy change in
both personal lives and ministry by de-
veloping core values. Alumni present-

ers included:

ﬁremy Del Rio (NYC 2010)

icah Espinoza (Denver 2005)
Felicia Sanders (Chicago South 2007)
Esperanza Martinez (Miami 2007)
Henry Greenidge (Portland 2005)
Khary Bridgewater (Boston 2006)
Gerald Bell (Kansas City 2003)

Ron Carter (Birmingham 1999)

Participants enjoyed the beautiful
spring weather riding together on
airboats. They were also treated to

Find more photos at:

National
Summer
Learning
Association
b_y Ron Carter

» Y 7. N\
L ]

S[JMME |!JIME
“Summer, summer, sum-
mertime, time to sit back
and unwind.” These are
lyrics to Will Smith’s

991hit, Summertime.
For many school-aged
kids, being out of school
for the summer is just
that, a “...time to sit back

Welcome Fuller
Pilot Cohort
2011

by Eileen Kooreman

Five current participants
have been accepted as the
first class of the DVULI/
Fuller partnership to
complete the training
for 24 credit hours at
Fuller Seminary. We are
leased to introduce:
F ictured L-R) David
omeau (NY), Dan
Johnson (NY), Sarah
Richman (NY), Adrian
McConnell (Dallas), and

and unwind.” Without
question, kids need a
break from school, but as
research shows, sum-
mer break often results
in learning losses. This is
particularly true for stu-
dents from low income
families and the loss is
most evident in their
reading ability. As the
former administrator of
an urban Christ-centered
school, I’'m intimately
aware that this is true.
Instead of beginning the
year with new learning,
my teachers had to spen
considerable time review-
ing material covered the
previous year. In many
cases, this review con-
sumed the entire first six
weeks of school.

Thankfully, there are

many concerned indi-

Jason Botello (Dallas).
Kara Powell, Executive
Director of Fuller Youth
Institute, joined them
in Orlando. They will
have additional reading
and writing assignments
trom Fuller along with
the assignments ﬁ'lc}-'
are completing for the
DeVos training. All five
lan to continue after
VULI to complete the
second year of the Urban
Youth Ministry Certifi-
cate program with Fuller.
Since this is a pilot year
there are bound to be
questions and concerns

an Orlando Magic basketball game
at the new Amway Arena and ended
the week with a worship celebration
featuring Ron Kenoly.

What a blessed week of developing re-
lationships that will continue tﬁ

rough

the years of learning and growing
together.

viduals and organizations
taking measures to ad-
dress this problem. One
such organization is the
National Summer Learn-
ing Association. Founded
in 1992 at Johns Hopkins
University, the NSLA is

an independent organiza-

tion committed to ...
providing resources,
guidance and expertise
to the summer learning
community.” It could
be that you have been
looking for resources
and support to help you
in keeping the kids you
work with academically
engaged during summer
break. If so, then the
NSLA is a good place to
start.

Check them out at:
summerlearning.org

about everything from
workload to tuition pay-
ments. Kara’s encourage-
ment was to take advan-
tage of both the staff at
Fuller and DVULI to
assist in any way pos-
sible. We all want to
see them finish success-
tully. Best wishes to this
IE)iIot cohort for a great
VULI experience while
furthering their academic
credentials.

Consider This
by Gerald Bell

For many students in
urban communities
summer time can mean
the pressures of reading
assignments, math home-
woﬁ(, and essays are

off for about 3 months.
Therefore, exercising
such options as sleeping
until noon, catching up
on a little television or
just hanging with friends
may seem harmless. But
it can be very harmful to
the mind that has been
filled with quality learn-
ing nine months prior
and no activities to keep
the knowledge stimulat-
ed. Some DVULI alumni
refuse to entertain youth
during the summer but
are committed to ensur-
ing students don’t return
to a higher grade level
unprepared to learn at
that level. Consider this!

Eric Johnson

In the summer at Lake
Avenue Foundation
we have a coalition of
partners that support
our program provid-
ing tutorial to students
grades nine through
cleven who struggle with
re—aliebra, algebra and
nglish. These three sub-
jects are where students
experience the greatest
drop off. So we allow
them to earn core credits
for summer learning.
Our coalition also offers
life skills programmin
during the entire monﬁ'l
of July. Topics include:
time management,
conflict resolution, gang
intervention/prevention,
healthy relationships,
budgeting, study skills,
college preparation, self
esteem and personal
growth and develop-

the challenges with sum-
mer is kids don’t want to
attend school because it’s
not fun. Baltimore and
Indianapolis are also do-
ing pretty rich summer
learning programs also
that could be held up as

national models.

Do you recommend
urban faith-based
youth workers begin
to address this issue
somehow?

Youth workers have the
opportunity to speak

to the heart of young
people. Every youth
worker ought to make
sure that all of their
youth are connected to
some kind of learn-

ing experience in the
summer. That really is
half the battle. We don’t
want kids hanging out
on the block and letting
their brains go to mush.
Kids need to be engaged
in activities at least three
to four days a week and
they need an all day
experience. Collabora-
tion, quite frankly, is key
to providing a higher
dosage of learning.

ment. Instructors of each
topic give students tools
on how to listen better,
improved ways of note
taking, writing, and re-
membering information.
They write it, repeat it
and talk to someone else
about it. Or students
read it, write it and put

it on a flash card so they
retain that much more.
Exit surveys showed
that the vast majority of
students attending felt
they had been helped in a
significant way, so much
so that, with resources
available to resolve
personal challenges, the
were now ready to tackle
the academic rigor of

the next school year. We
have the blessings of the
Pasadena Unified School
District and are serving
over 250 junior high and
high school students.

Marvin Daniels

Kids Across America
offers summer class-
room style learning

and equips students in
reflective thinking, use
of case studies, and other
academics such as read-
ing, writing and critical
thinking. In addition,
there are reading groups
to help those with lit-
eracy 1ssues see improve-
ments. We know stu-
dents lose learning habits
over the summer 1f the
have any habits at all. So
we provide guidance for
taking advantage of quiet
time, how to practice ap-
plication of their learn-
ing, and reflecting with
no TV, radio and phone
distractions. Other stu-
dents need to know how
to complete assignments
and get through mate-
rial so we offer guidance
there and make it fun for
them. Students have a
greater value for learning

Are there tools or
resources for how to
develcaﬁ-, encourage,

or imp ement summer
learning opportunities?

One excellent resource is
the NSLA website. They
have two page briefs on
ever{ aspect of sum-
mer learning loss, what
parents care about, what
students care about, and
ways you can offer dif-
crent aSpeCtS Of suminer
learning. They have a
rich set of tools and also
provide technical assis-
tance, consulting, and an
annual conference.

“...close to half of
what [students]
learned during the
school year gets
lost in the summer.”

What kind of outcomes
is the NSLA hoping to
see from summer learn-
ing?

NSLA would like to

see an impact in aca-
demic achievement...
expressly looking at both
literacy and mathematic

when they get to prac-
tice what they are being
taught. That’s why we
%;ive them oliaportunitics

or serving, leading and
team building. It really
i.S a great experience and
the students show a lot
of excitement.

Florence Annang

We realize at Harambee
Christian that you have
to keep students think-
ing critically. We provide
summer camps for five
weeks that are intensive
learning and develop-
ment from 8 am to 6pm
daily. In the mornings
student go right into
academic instruction in
math, English, science,
language arts and Bible
study. In the afternoon
they have options to
work on the computer,
work creatively with the
arts or they can con-
tinue with more of the
academic content. In the
late afternoon some will
elect to go the museum
or even swimming. But
whatever students elect
to do in the afternoon
they must return with
some lesson they have
learned from a critical
thinking point of view.
Vacation Bible School is
also offered during this
term. Youth grades seven
to twelve are employed
at the camp but sull have
required reading and aca-
demic instruction along
with book dialogues,
Fuest speakers and peer
earning groups. In the
urban community, so
many of our students are
performing poorly al-
ready and that’s why the
summer has to be spent
connecting and chaﬁeng-
ing them to continue
learning.

achievement shifts. Lo-
cally, we’d like to see
our efforts at least stem
summer learning loss.
For example, during the
summer we found that
kids don’t have access
to the kind of food they
have during the school
year. There are dollars
out there for food pro-
rams that most states
eave on the table. We
are looking at ways to
increase access to healthy
food, increase activity,
and decrease obesity.

What else should be

known in the faith com-
munity about summer
learning?

Student achievement is
suffering among urban
youth “510 are %ispro— ;
portionately children of
color, this is a justice is-
sue. The church should
stand rall and to do its
part to get connected. It’s
a high leverage opportu-
nity. We can’t afford to
have our students lose
40 percent of what they
have been taught over
the summer. This is an
opportunity to close that

8ap.



pregnancy rate declined by have to raise their child. Nancy own. YoungLives offers teen News Briefs Reginald that there was plenty of “crying”  Mike Hilf (Pittsburgh 2006) &
Helping Teen 45% (from 223.8 per 1,000in  Kuhuski, Teen Parents Director ~ moms reliet from the isolation ) {1 Stephanie Regnier at the birth of his baby girl. He Emily welcomed their second
ping 1990 to 122.7 in 2005), before  of Youth for Christ’s National and struggle of their daily ,,M.cr Shipman (New York said one m.m his hopes for her son, Robert Marc Hilf, into
Parents Graduate increasing to 126.3 in 2006. Teen Parents Team, said physical ~ lives by _._._m_“n_.:_._m ﬂ.ﬂmzm mS:w . m.o » (Kansas 201 dw @mﬂmm_m ».:AQME is, Moa [will] give her wwn Ec_w_v% on E:Wm? n”.o__H w”
i P e s. tl needs such as housing are a mentors who provide friendship, i) City 2008) gave birt wisdom and courage. fagee Women’s Hospital o
—-—_Q—J School : >3%5n. ﬁ_m,t,_ﬁmn,ﬁmm:,,f,m W . huge barrier. “I've known of parenting m&<Wm and help with w, & Darryl to Immanuel Pittsburgh. Robert weighed
by Gerald Bell wmm\mnﬁwmwmwww wﬁ_w%mwoooo w: teen parents living in cars and meeting the practical demands of Answer Alton Regnier June 8 Ibs 50z and measured 21.5
1992 to 124.9 in 2005) before  couch surfing because nobody raising a child. became Mr & . onJuly 6, Evans inches. Mike says he’s looking
Now that school is back in, so rising to 126.6 in 2006, wants to deal with them or their ~ “There are educational resources Mrs. Answer 2011 at Jacobi Medical Center in (Dallas 2009)  forward to the joy of starting
are the concerns that come with ! A b baggage,” Kuhuski said. “It’s a available, but we have to teach on June 4, 2011 at First Baptist ~ the Bronx. He weighed 8 Ibs 12 was ordained  over again raising another child.
sending kids off to learn among * Amon no:-Eanm:.F. whte struggle finding programs to get  them how to access them and Church of N. Kansas City. oz and stretched 24 inches long. into the As for Robert’s tuture, “My
their peers. “I hope my baby teens, the pregnancy rate them into educate them With approximately 250 family ~ To describe the day of delivery, ministry on hope is whatever qualities he

doesn’t get hurt, bullied, perform
below standard, or worse, get

s B
pregnant...” are a few of the

declined 50% (from 86.6 per
1,000 1n 1990 to 43.3 per 1,000
in 2005), before increasing to
44.0 in 2006.

subsidized
housing and
is why there’s

"One of my girls just
completed her GED at [a]

on what’s
there,” said
Erin Kennedy,

and friends witnessing their
exchange of vows, Stephanie
said, “It was a fun day and

the first time dad said, “T was in
awe, excited, _E_wﬁv: .. shocked
that [ am a dad.” Admitting

1%

Fellowship Worship Center in

July 29, 2011
at Praise

has, (kindness, humility) he’ll
have it forever.”

mental gymnastics some parents, . ) asignificant  Community College and is ~ Midwest wasn't really stressful.” The to finding ﬂr_m,.:mé role . Little Elm, TX. Bishop Sheldon mm:.:
guardians and even youth Educating teens about preventing  dropout rate novw takine clases there. Sh Divisional closing prayer that concluded unbelievable” Reginald also said,  Beatty of Harvest Time Church Villiams
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Among the many answers to
the why dropout question

is the high level of need and
limited resources teen parents

teen parent arm of Young Life,

1s for rmmr school and middle

school girls who are expecting
or are raising a child on their
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because many of them offer
childcare and evening classes.

More inside...
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able to achieve its highest purpose,
glorifying & exalting Oon_w when
we are reconciled to Him and to
one another.
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Nicole Baker Bernacet,
a 2010 DeVos Urban
Leadership graduate and
Director of the Boro
Pregnancy Counseling
Center in New York
City said many teen
moms eventually get
their GED, but they
also have to think about
employment and that
will likely require job
training. She sa%fs there
are programs offering
teen parents help to
succeed such as Year Up.
“Most programs are city
specific like Workforcel
in New York, but it pays

Staff
Transitions &
Liaisons

by Eileen Kooreman
This past {qnc,‘Rick
Diaz and his wife Ida

packed u£ a rental truck
and left Grand Rapids

for sunny Texas. After
4 years of working on

staff with the DeVos
Initiative, Rick felt led

to return to ‘hands on’
ministry in his home city
of San Antonio. Rick first
became involved with
the DeVos training as the
City Coordinator for
San Antonio in 1999, he
later served as a coach for
Denver, and then came
on board in a fulltime
capacity at the Grand
Rapids, Michigan office
in November of 2006. It
was wonderful to have
Rick working here with

Chicago, Indianapolis,
Minneapolis

Welcome
Zoraida Vélez
by Eileen Kooreman

Zoraida Vélez has joined
the DVULI staff as a
Program Associate. Her
main areas of responsibility
will be overseeing the
accreditation partnership
with Fuller Seminary

and providing support

tor the participants who
take the DeVos training

for credit; coordinating

the work of the DVULI
Liaisons, Coaches, and
Coordinators; and assisting
with the coordination

of in house trainings

to do the research localljy
to find what’s available,”
Bernacet said.

Last year Vanessa

Davis (Cleveland 2009)
launched Deborah’s
Place, a parent education
and family development
center for teen moms.
She’s seen some of her
program participants take
advantage of local efforts
to acquire their education,
gain employment and
support their children.

“I always encourage our
teen moms to go slow.
Take one class and get a
part time job while the

us and we will certainly
miss his cheerful presence
around the office.
Fortunately, he is only a
phone call away.

When Rick gave notice
that he was planning

to make a change, we
took the opportunity

as a team to re-evaluate
how we get our work
done. Two things quickly
became clear. First, we
reaffirmed that long term
relationships with our
cities and alumni were

a top priority for the
DeVos Initiative.
Second, as we add new
cohorts of graduates each
year, it was becoming
increasingly difficult

to nurture all of those
relationships. After 14
years, we have over 700
graduates!

For a number of years
now, each city has been
assigned a ‘Staff Liaison’
who committed to
maintaining relationships
with alumni and
supporting ‘follow up’
projects that the alumni
might be working on as a
way to supporting others
who work with urban
routh in their cities. We
rainstormed ideas and

San Antonio, Dallas,
Miami, San Diego

for DVULL. Zoraida

has a Master’s degree in
Education from Grand
Valley State University.
She taught for 7 years in
the Grand Rapic{s Public
Schools. She lives in Grand
Rapids, is married to
Abdiel, and they have two
beautiful children. She is
very excited to be a part of
our team.

child is in day care,” said
Davis. "One of my girls
just completed her GED
at Cuyahoga Community
College and is now taking
classes there. She has two
daughters.”

“Bemng a teen parent

isa dhbﬁcu[t thing and

the biggest thing you

can do 1s give them
encouragement,” Bernacet
said. “It’s important to
show them people that
have made it. Help them
figure out how much
school 1s there to finish
and [realize] they don’t
have to be stuck nor an
expert, just find help.”
Any urban youth worker
helping teen parents
graduate from high school
should always consult the
department of education
to learn about what they
can do to assist them
successfully Bernacet
advises.

decided to add several
part-time Liaisons who
would work alongside
the DVULI staff in
cities that were clustered
close to their own city
geographically.

Angela Reeves, Phil
Abeyta and Rick Diaz
will take primary
responsibility for staying
in touch with alumni
from their cities (see
below for respective
cities) and supporting
their follow-up projects.
Of course, our entire
staff is always available
to each of you by phone
or e-mail. If you live

in a city that has been
assigned a new liaison,
our staff will be visiting
to make personal
introductions. We hope
that you will see this as
simply adding another
person who 1s invested
in your life as a leader.
We are so excited by

the growing number

of cities who are doing
learning communities and
lcaclersﬁip training events
for other urban youth
workers. The DeVos
family’s investment in
each of you is bearing
fruit as you train and
mentor others.

Denver, Albuquerque,

Phoenix

Please join us in

welcoming Zoraida.

Drop her a note at:
or

Vo T B

Consider This!
It can be done!
Jammie Albert
(Pittsburgh 2006)

I was in the 9th grade
when I had my son
Justin. He was born
October 15, 1997.

My family was very
supportive of me as a
pregnant high school
student and%‘nelped me
cope so that I could
focus on studies and
not be stressed. I was
out of school for about
four weeks after Justin’s
birth. My teachers gave
me homework and
worked hard to get
caught up after I returned
to classes. Durin

school hours Justin was
cared for by my family

These are the resources
mentioned in the
feature article by those

‘interviewed.

A "

A report on Dlpioma

Teen Mothers". An
independent, nonpartisan

research center dedicated

to improving the lives

énsa.ﬁd their

City Coordinators

poised for 2012

This past August our staff hosted and
trained the new City Coordinators for
the 2012 training season. The lineup of
City Coordinators included:

Fred Oduyoye (Cincinnati)

Ellen Barton (Denver)

Ruben Ortiz (Philadelphia)
Jerrel Gilliam (Pittsburig};)
¢

Clarence Presley (Seattle

Cincinnati and Seattle are first year
aities and Denver, Philadelphia

and Pittsburgh are third year cities
respectively. The nomination process
for participants is officially taking place
and coordinators are accepting names
and contact information of urban youth
workers in the cities listed above.

Howev

Find more photos at:

and I persevered to
complete my high school
education on time. When
I graduated my son was
4-years old and I went on
to Wilberforce University
in Ohio, While there,
Justin stayed with my
cousin and his wife in
Maryland. We were
together there during all
ho%idays and summer
breaks. When I graduated
from Wilberforce Justin
was 8 and we returned to
live in Pittsburgh, where
we’'ve been together ever
since. He and his father
have a great relationship
and heias always been
active in Justin’s life.
Although his father

and I were teen parents
that did not interrupt

our education as we are
both college graduates.

DEPT. OF EDUCATION
Research and
ews about what our

Ip our children. -

ex, ecﬁngormmsmga
child on hei ow.

GET YOUR GED
Sometimes life
prevents individuals
eir

educational goals.

it is never too late.

lead

1 also have a Masters in
Elementary Education
from Carlow University
in Pittsburgh. Today,
Justin is 14-years 01)(:1 and
1n the 8th grade. He’s an
honor roll student and
very active in Sports.
Being a teen mom I
learned not to let others
ut limitations on me.

t's not a tragedy but
you have to find ways to
make it benefit you and
your child.

Qualifying nominees must:
ra outh program or ministry
be willing to share leadership
have a strong desire to learn
have a teachable spirit
be in a position to implement change
a minimum of three years in minist
* participate as part of their current jo

* be active in church

Join us in welcoming our Cit
Coordinators for 2012, Feel free
to contact our staff to nominate
participants.







